
Regional Title I Conference  
On February  20th ,  the 
Educational Service District 
(ESD) 123 partnered with several 
school districts around Eastern 
Washington to host the annual 
Title I Conference for parents at 
Pasco’s Red Lion Hotel. The day 
started off with a warm welcome 
and a representative from the 
ESD 123 introducing the 
conference keynote speaker, 
Enrique Romero from Toppenish 
School District.  
Three sessions were available 
for parents to choose from 
throughout the morning and 
afternoon. Sessions were 
available in English, Spanish, 
and some were offered in dual 
languages.  One session 
included a presentation by last 
year’s keynote speaker Omar 
Escalera from McLoughlin 
Middle School about ‘The Role 
of Parents in Student Success.’ 
Other session topics included:   
the Status of Deferred Action, 
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Science is always more fun when you engage professionals in the 
field to interact with students. Frost Elementary has hosted an annual 
student-centered science fair for their students every year with over 
300 people attending this year. Frost’s ATP formed a science fair com-
mittee to plan the event months prior to its start. The committee 
planned the event to include student science project presentations 
and invited community members to participate in the event. Delta High 
School students presented a science experiment in one classroom, 
and RSC volunteers helped throughout the event. Local scientific pro-
fessionals volunteered their time to judge 140 student science pro-
jects with 80 projects on display during this evening presentation. Unlike traditional judging competi-
tions, there was no first, second, or third-place winners at this student-centered science fair. Instead, 
they decided to focus on student participation. They had judges award students certificates for vari-
ous categories to recognize positive aspects of their project. During evening presentations, families 
and community members voted for their favorite project by grade. The grade-level winners were then 
awarded the ‘People's Choice’ ribbon. This event has brought students, families, and community 
members together to focus on science, STEM education, and learning strategies. Frost’s ATP plans to 
continue their student-centered science fair as a way to showcase their future scientists! 

Try This Out 

Event Planning 

 

With the end of the school 
year quickly approaching, 
there are some excellent 
resources available to use 
when planning your next ATP 
event.  
The Event Planning Checklist  
is a great document to work 
through when preparing for 
your next ATP event.  This 
resource is a check list of 
what needs to be done within 
a suggested time-frame. This 
ensures tasks are completed 
in a timely fashion. 
In a recent district update, we 
highlighted a successful 
practice that Ochoa Middle 
School is using for planning 
events. The chairs have 
created an event reference 
list of what needs to be 
completed within a specific 
time frame, who the 
responsible person is, and 
where items are obtained 
from. We hope you find these 
resources helpful when 
planning your next event! 

Vocabulary Games, Fun Family 
STEM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering & Math) Activities, 
Enjoying Local Geology with 
Your Children, and many more!  
We encourage Action Teams for 
Partnerships (ATP) to invite 
parents who attended the 
conference to share their 
experience at your next meeting. 
2nd Harvest’s Partnership 

with Pasco Schools  
2nd Harvest of Tri-Cities has 
partnered with several of our 
Pasco Schools this year to hand 
out food items to families during 
school events. Food items  

Spotlight On: Frost’s Student-Centered Science Fair 

include healthy perishables and 
pantry staples. Recently at 
Ochoa Middle School’s Parent 
Information Night, there was 
over 2500 lbs. of food donated 
to families. “Food items ranged 
from cereal, fresh fruit, juice, 
apple sauce, avocados, and 
potatoes,” said Vice Principal 
Chad Haertling. AmeriCorps 
(RSC) representatives, ATP 
parents, and students helped 
distribute food boxes. Ochoa is 
looking forward to partnering 
with 2nd Harvest for an 
additional food distribution at 
their Parent Information Night in 
April. This activity has been well
-received and has grown as the 
school year has progressed! 
Select elementary schools and 
Pasco High School have also 
distributed food baskets during 
events this school year. Thank 
you 2nd Harvest of Tri Cities for 
your partnership with Pasco 
schools and support of our  
families! 

Connection 

Frost students display their  
projects to families and community 

members during the science fair. 

2nd Harvest of Tri Cities hands out food 
items to families during Ochoa Middle 

School’s Parent Information Night. 
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 For questions or concerns, contact Special Programs  at the number listed above.   

Resource Corner: A 2014 NNPS Promising Partnership Practice— 
“Embracing Culturally Responsive Practices” 

Steeple Run Elementary School in Naperville, IL  

This section of the 2014-2015 ATP Connection newsletter will highlight NNPS Promising Partner-
ship Practices (PPP) from other schools and districts within the network.  Ideas may be modified 
and easily adapted to enhance a school, family and community partnership program at your 
school.  It is our hope not only to highlight last year’s published schools, but to encourage others 
to try out new ideas. We hope teams will take these ideas and run with them!   
 

Steeple Run Elementary School in Naperville, Illinois was looking for new activities to support 
their annual ‘Turn Off the TV Week.’ The School, Family and Community Partnership (SFCP) 
team along with teachers and students, began planning two great activities to promote and em-
brace culturally responsive practices. The goal was to showcase student talents and learn about 
their families diverse backgrounds through a World Performance Night. Students agreed to per-
form 22 different acts along with creating banners/flags from around the world as decorations. 
The event was promoted by inviting parents through flyers distributed to students. More than 
340 students, their families and staff members attended World Performance Night. Students 
performed songs and dances while parents shared folk tales and their own oral histories. The 
team wanted to partner this activity by inviting students  to read a book about one of their repre-
sented cultures. At the end of the event, students were introduced to ‘How Tia Lola Came to 
Visit Stay’ by Julia Alvarez. The school found that giving students, with different cultures, the 
opportunity to share their background was more enriching than spending time watching televi-
sion at home. 
 

                       For more information and details about this original activity, 
                                         please visit the NNPS website at:  
                   http://www.csos.jhu.edu/p2000/ppp/2014/pdf/PPP_2014_49.pdf 
                            To see all other published collections please visit: 
                                http://www.csos.jhu.edu/p2000/ppp/index.htm  

Important Dates: 
Instrumental Concert 

Pasco High School 

March 19th 

6:00—7:30 pm 

 

Career Day 

Markham Elementary 

March 24th 

8:15 am—3:30 pm 

 

Spring Break- No School 

March 30th — April 3rd 

 

Cluster Meeting #3 

Pasco High Library 

April 7th 

4:00—6:00 pm 

 

Parent Information Night: 

Preventing Bullying 

Ochoa Middle School 

April 7th 

6:00 pm 

Esmeralda Magaña-Valencia 

Parent Engagement Coordinator 

509-543-6714 

emagana@psd1.org 

 

Melissa Pierce  

Parent Partnership Coordinator 

509-543-6771 

mpierce@psd1.org 

 

Pasco School District  

School & Family Partnerships 

1102 North 10th Avenue 

Pasco, WA 99301 

Fax:  509-543-6769 

Quote of the Month:  

“Out of cluster find simplicity.  

From discord, find harmony.  

In the middle of difficulty lies opportunity”. 

–Albert Einstein 

http://www.csos.jhu.edu/p2000/ppp/2014/pdf/PPP_2014_49.pdf
http://www.csos.jhu.edu/p2000/ppp/index.htm

